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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, October 22, 2007
REGINA SHATTERS ITS OWN WORLD RECORD IN 
THE GREAT FOOD FIGHT OF 2007

Regina shattered its own Guinness World Record for the most food collected in a 24 hour period during the Great Food Fight of 2007 on October 12th and 13th.  Regina established the current World Record by collecting 100.257 tons of food last October and this year shattered that mark by bringing in 151.45 tons.  However, it wasn’t enough to fend off the challenge from Winnipeg who were also attempting to break the existing World Record.
The Great Food Fight of 2007 featured a challenge by Winnipeg to see which community could raise the most food.  Winnipeg completed their drive this weekend and won bragging rights over Regina by collecting 176 tons during their 24 hour collection period.  Winnipeg will now submit their results to Guinness for recognition as the new World Record holder.

“I am overwhelmed by the generosity of the people of Regina," said Mayor Pat Fiacco.  "While we did not retain the World Record, this is not a loss for Regina.  You have made a positive impact on many in our city who rely on the Food Bank for life's basic necessities.  Everyone involved in The Great Food Fight - both in Regina and in Winnipeg - can be commended for their bountiful spirit of giving.” 

Regina should take great pride in its performance according to Wayne Hellquist, CEO of the Regina & District Food Bank, “Regina once again demonstrated what a caring, compassionate community it is.  To collect over 151 tons of food in a 24 hour period is an accomplishment we can all take pride in.  None of this would be possible without the support of the whole community – individuals, school children, the business and corporate community and our many partners who banded together to show that Regina deserves the World Record for Caring.”
“More importantly,” Hellquist went on to say, “Is the impact of the food collected.  As a result of collecting this much food, we will be able to provide quality, nutritious food for the many individuals and families we serve.  While the challenge with Winnipeg added a little friendly competition, the real benefit of the food drive is being able to mobilize the community to help feed those in our community who occasionally need a hand up. We should also take great pride in being the first Canadian city to hold the Guinness Record and setting the benchmark for other cities around the world to challenge.”
This was the first year that Regina has been challenged by another community to see who could establish a new Guinness World record by collecting the most food during a 24 hour period.  When results are calculated on a per-capita basis, Regina comes out on top.  Winnipeg’s total of 176 tons represents approximately .51 pounds per person in the community while Regina’s total of 151 tons represents approximately 1.55 pounds per person.  
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Plans are underway to make the challenge an annual event with other communities across Canada joining the friendly competition.
The Regina & District Food Bank is an organization of citizens who desire to enhance human dignity by eliminating chronic hunger and alleviating poverty in our society.  Our immediate goal is to feed hungry people.  Our ultimate goal is to eliminate hunger and poverty in our community through advocacy efforts and the delivery of programs to help individuals gain a greater degree of independence.  The Regina & District Food Bank is a member of the Canadian Association of Food Banks, the national coalition of food banks serving communities of all sizes across the country.
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For more information:

Wayne Hellquist, CEO
Regina & District Food Bank

Phone: 791-6539 (office) or 539-3699 (cell)







